
Restoration of a 1920s Airway Beacon - Part 6  

RESTORING THE LAST TOWER SECTION 
 

The top tower section will undoubtedly be the hardest to do, 

not just because it will be installed the highest, but because of 

all the appliances that will eventually be attached to it. 

Besides the beacon, the top section will include a control box 

and its complicated and convoluted conduit system, two ob 

(obstacle) lights, two lightning rods, a weather station, and a 

“Lad-Saf” safety climbing system. (This last item is going to be 

a lifesaver for me when I’m older and less sure-footed.)  All of 

these things need custom mounting brackets designed, 

fabricated, galvanized, painted, blued, screwed, and tattooed! 

Then the tower section itself will need sandblasting and 

painting. 

I spent almost all of November 2013 fabricating the four conduits that run up the center of the tower to the 
control box, and the structure that supports the heavy conduits. The original conduits were long gone and the 
system that was in place when I dismantled the tower wasn’t worth keeping. So I ended up making a whole 
new conduit run. Note that the following pictures are nighttime shots since I finished up after sunset. Also note 
that the shiny plate in the upper right corner of the upper left picture is a mock-up of the bottom of the 
control box. I made this in order to properly locate the conduits going to this box, which is not yet fabricated. 

 

 



 
 
So, as of today, 10 December 2013, this is how far I’ve progressed on my project. I try to work on it whenever I 
can but the weather hasn’t been cooperating for the past couple of weeks. I’ve already fabricated all of the 
mounts and attachment points for the appliances mentioned in the first paragraph of this installment and 
they’ve already been galvanized. (Since the beginning of this project, 
I’ve had all of the new parts that I’ve made galvanized before being 
painted. The original tower was galvanized 85 years ago and has held 
up very well so why mess with a good thing, right?) 
 
I still need to fabricate and paint a new ladder and paint the conduit 
sections, etc.  There’s also the windsock frame that hangs off the side of 
the tower… 
 
Then I need to tackle that beacon! It was working just fine when it was 
shut down (almost 8 years ago) so I’m not expecting any serious 
mechanical problems. However, it’s presently at ground level and now’s 
the time to find any lurking issues, instead of finding them after it’s 40 
feet up!  Pending no problems, it’ll be restored and repainted and then 
set …gently… on top of the tower.  
 
I can’t wait for the moment when I restart that beacon and hear her 
gears hum as she once again stands her guard against the night skies! 
 
Harvey  

 
 

To be continued… 


